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Our team’s 

experience and 

diversity is 

extensive and 

our philosophy 

is routed in the 

conviction that 

a project can 

only be truly 

successful if 

based on the 

value of the 

individual and 

on the 

excellence of 

team work. 
 

 
Introduction  

 

Abreu Advogados was incorporated in 1993. The firm has grown over the years, 

and boosted from 6 lawyers - in 1993, to 170 lawyers, including 32 partners, in a 

total of 240 professionals, with offices in Lisbon, Porto, Madeira and Angola (in 

Association). The firm currently ranks amongst the five largest law firms in 

Portugal. 

 

Abreu Advogados is structured around Practice Areas organized under the 

responsibility of partners and divided into several specialist Working Groups. Our 

team’s experience and diversity is extensive and our philosophy is routed in the 

conviction that a project can only be truly successful if based on the value of the 

individual and on the excellence of team work.  

 

Our mission is the ongoing improvement of the quality of the services we provide 

and the continuous effort to add value to our Clients at competitive fees and with 

controlled costs. We value our relationship with each one of our Clients and we 

put our very best into developing such relationship.  

 

We believe that these principles improve the capacity of our Firm to timely 

respond to our Clients’ needs and to offer them the best available legal solution.  

 

With a group of lawyers educated in the best Portuguese and International 

Universities, well experienced in international and domestic matters and with a 

vision for innovation, Abreu Advogados is committed to being a leading legal 

practice in the Portuguese Market and in the Portuguese speaking world. 

 

Our expertise has been acquired by day-to-day counselling provided over the 

years to Abreu Advogados’ clients, which range from entrepreneurs, investors 

and some of the largest national and multinational companies, including listed 

companies and renowned Portuguese and foreign international groups. 

 

The academic knowledge and professional experience of our lawyers is 

continuously enhanced by their regular scientific and technical training in 

Portugal and abroad. Our lawyers are regular speakers in conferences and 

seminars, and maintain regular collaboration with publications specialized in law. 

 

Our lawyers have Portuguese, English, Spanish, French and German language 

capability. 
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ISO 9001 Certification 

In 2001 Abreu Advogados was the first Portuguese law firm to obtain the ISO 

9001:1995 Norm certification, and in 2003, successfully managed to complete the 

transition to the ISO 9001 (2000 standard version).  

Abreu Advogados believes the Norm reflects the commitment of our Firm to 

focus on the effectiveness of its quality management system, thus meeting 

customer requirements. 

In 2006, Abreu Advogados successfully renewed the ISO 9001: 2000 certification 

and extended it to its Porto office and, in 2009, completed the transition to the 

ISO 9001 (2008 standard version), simultaneously extending it to the Madeira 

office. 

 

Document Management System Interwoven Worksite 

Abreu Advogados was the first Portuguese law firm to install Interwoven’s 

WorkSite, a collaborative document management system. Worksite provides a 

single system that works within a multi-office environment and allows people to 

simultaneously work together on the same documents. 

 

Sustainability in Law 

Abreu Advogados was the first Portuguese law firm and indeed the first entity in 

the Portuguese Legal Sector, to publish its Sustainability Report. An online 

version is available in our Website www.abreuadvogados.com. 

 

 

References  

Over the years, recognition has been awarded to Abreu Advogados and its 

individual lawyers by Directories and researchers as a premier law firm. 

 

Abreu Advogados is ranked among the top tiers in four areas of the law by 

Chambers Global Guide to the World’s Leading Lawyers 2010: Banking & 

Finance; Capital Markets; Corporate/ M&A and Dispute Resolution and, in 

Angola, in General Business Law. Abreu Advogados is also ranked as a 

recommended firm in Chambers Europe 2010 in the following areas of the law: 

Banking & Finance, Capital Markets, Competition/European Law, 

Corporate/M&A, Dispute Resolution, Employment, Energy & Natural Resources, 

Intellectual Property, Private Equity, Tax, Transportation: Shipping, Projects, 

Real Estate, Insolvency and Corporate Restructuring (for further information, 

please see www.chambersandpartners.com). 
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In the 2010 Edition of Chambers Global Miguel de Avillez Pereira and João de 

Freitas e Costa are recommended in General Business Law: Overseas Counsel 

(Angola). Furthermore, Miguel de Avillez Pereira, together with Miguel Teixeira 

de Abreu, is recommended in Corporate/M&A. Miguel Castro Pereira is 

recommended, together with Sofia Santos Machado, in Banking & Finance and in 

Capital Markets, and is also recommended in Dispute Resolution. 

 

In Chambers Europe 2010, Miguel Teixeira de Abreu, together with Rita Maltez 

and José Corrêa de Sampaio, is recommended in Corporate/M&A and, together 

with Duarte de Athayde and Maria Dulce Soares, is recommended in Tax. He is 

also recommended in Private Equity together with Ana Sofia Batista. Miguel 

Castro Pereira is recommended, together with Sofia Santos Machado, in Banking 

& Finance. He is also recommended in Dispute Resolution and Capital Markets. 

João Veiga Gomes is recommended together with Leonor Chastre, in Intellectual 

Property. Furthermore, Armando Martins Ferreira and Miguel Mendes Pereira (in 

Competition/Antitrust), Carmo Sousa Machado (in Employment) and Guilherme 

Santos Silva (in Shipping) have all been recommended as Leading Individuals. 

José Eduardo Martins is recommended in Energy and Natural Resources. 

 

Abreu Advogados is also ranked as a recommended law firm in 14 areas of the 

law referred to by European Legal 500 - 2010 edition, including: Banking and 

finance; Capital markets; Corporate and M&A; Dispute resolution; EU and 

competition; Employment; Energy and Environment; Intellectual property; Public 

law; Real estate; Shipping and transport; TMT and Tax (for further information, 

please see www.legal500.com). 

 

In European Legal Experts – 2010 (a Legal Business Report) the following 

Lawyers of Abreu Advogados have been identified as being highly recommended 

in their particular areas of practice: Miguel Castro Pereira (in Banking and 

Finance, in Dispute Resolution and in Construction and Real Estate), Miguel de 

Avillez Pereira (in Banking and Finance and in Corporate and M&A), José 

Henriques da Silva, Rui Peixoto Duarte and Duarte Athayde (in Corporate and 

M&A), Miguel Teixeira de Abreu (in Corporate and M&A and in Tax), Carmo 

Sousa Machado (in Employment and in Dispute Resolution), Guilherme Santos 

Silva (in Employment and in Project Finance/Energy), José Maria Corrêa de 

Sampaio (in Dispute Resolution), José Eduardo Martins (in EU and Competition), 

João Veiga Gomes and Armando Martins Ferreira (in Intellectual Property). For 

further information, please see www.legalexpertsdirectory.com. 

 

Abreu Advogados is also ranked by PLC Which Lawyer? 2010 Yearbook in 

several areas of the law, including: as a Leading Firm in Environment, as a 

Highly Recommended Firm in Corporate/M&A and in Tax, as a Recommended 

Firm in Banking and finance, Capital Markets, Private Equity/Venture Capital, 
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Competition/Anti-Trust, and in Labour and Employment Benefits, and as a 

Recognized Firm in Banking and Finance and in Outsourcing. 

Furthermore, PLC Which Lawyer? 2010 also endorses the Firm’s Lawyers, 

notably Ana Sofia Batista in Private equity/venture capital, Manuel de Andrade 

Neves and José Eduardo Martins in Environment, Miguel de Avillez Pereira in 

Corporate/M&A, Armando Martins Ferreira in Competition/anti-trust, Miguel 

Castro Pereira in Capital markets: debt and equity, Sofia Santos Machado in 

Banking and Finance and in Capital markets: debt and equity,  Carmo Sousa 

Machado in Labour & Employment Benefits, and  Miguel Teixeira de Abreu in 

Corporate/M&A, in Private equity / venture capital, in Private Clients and in Tax. 

For further information, please see www.practicallaw.com/whichlawyer). 

 

 

Awards 

 

In 2006, Abreu Advogados was distinguished with the prestigious International 

Law Office Client Choice Awards for Portugal. This award is granted on a 

yearly basis by the International Law Office (ILO) exclusively to one Law Firm 

in each Country and, so far, is the only award distinguishing law firms based on 

the quality of the services provided to its clients and customer care. 

 

For the fourth consecutive year, Abreu Advogados has been distinguished as one 

of the “best companies to work for in Portugal” as a result of a detailed survey 

of the Portuguese Working Environment conducted by Heidrick & Struggles and 

Exame Magazine. 

In 2008, the firm was distinguished as the best Portuguese Company to work for 

in Portugal. 

 

Abreu Advogados is the winner of the Corporate Intl Magazine Practice Award 

for: “Best Law Firm in Portugal for Employment legal work 2009”. 

 

Abreu Advogados was distinguished by “ACQ Finance Magazine” with the 

award for “Portuguese Corporate Tax Law Firm of the year 2009”. 

 

Abreu Advogados was distinguished by “ACQ Finance Magazine” with the 

award for “Portuguese Tax Law Firm of the Year 2008”. 

 

Abreu Advogados received an award for its “Best Practice in Family 

Responsibility”, under the category of companies with less than a 

thousand employees. This award was the result of a joint initiative of Deloitte 

and AESE (School of Management and Business), supported by Diário 

Económico (local daily newspaper), which distinguishes Portuguese companies 
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that have demonstrated concern for balancing work and family-life. Abreu 

Advogados is the first and only Law firm, to receive this award. 

Abreu Advogados is the winner of the Corporate Intl Magazine Global Award: 

“Full Service advisory firm of The Year” in Portugal. 

 

****  
 

Abreu Advogados actively participates or is a member of several networks, 

alliances and associations, which we have listed under each practice area. We 

would however like to add that: (i) our partner Duarte de Athayde is the current 

Immediate past President of AIJA (International Young Lawyers Association) 

and a Board member of the Portuguese/Brazilian Chamber of Commerce, (ii) 

partner Miguel de Avillez Pereira is Vice-chair of the Section on Insolvency, 

Restructuring and Creditors’ Rights, Member of the Council of Human Rights 

Institute (HRI), Member of the Council of the European Forum (EF) of the 

International Bar Association (IBA); Honorary President of the International 

Association of Young Lawyers (AIJA), (iii) partner Pedro Pais de Almeida is the 

current President for the Foreign Investment Commission of the UIA (“Union 

International des Avocats”), is UIA’s representative at ILAC – International 

Legal Assistance Consortium and Chapter Section Chair for Portugal of NYSBA 

(New York State Bar Association). 
 

**** 
 

There are ten practice areas in Abreu Advogados – Banking and Finance Law; 

Competition, Regulatory and EU Law; Corporate and Commercial Law; 

Employment Law; Intellectual Property and IT Law; Litigation; Public and 

Environmental Law; Real Estate Law; Sports Law; Tax Law. 

 

Banking and Finance Law Practice Area – “APDFIN”  

 

With a team of more than twenty one lawyers, the experience of the firm’s 

Banking and Finance Law Practice Area – “APDFIN” includes assistance in 

structuring, assembling and advising in securitization transactions, asset 

management (incorporation, management and placing of investment funds and 

venture capital funds, management of assets portfolio), issue debt (including 

structured products), advising credit institutions and investment companies in 

prudential and business of conduct matters, advising in OTC derivatives 
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(negotiation of industry standard agreements, legal opinions on a range of issues, 

such as collateral and validity and enforceability of transactions), insurance (new 

products and legal requirements vis a vis regulators and consumers), matters 

relating to listing of securities, trading, clearing and settlement of transactions in 

regulated exchanges (in the spot or future markets).  

  

APDFIN plays an active role in regulatory changes, and in 2006, for instance, 

Abreu Advogados was the only Portuguese law firm participating in the Public 

Consultations held by the CMVM regarding the implementation of MiFID and 

that conducted training sessions and public discussions regarding the 

implementation of MiFID. 

 

Throughout 2007 and 2008, Abreu Advogados also participated in the Public 

Consultations held by the CMVM addressing the new regime applicable to 

securitisations and to venture capital and regarding corporate governance. 

 

Networks, Alliances and Associations 
 

Abreu Advogados is an active member of ISDA (“International Swap Dealer 

Association”). The Firm is also part of the Baker & McKenzie Law In Context 

Financial Products Distribution Helpdesk, as well as of the Baker & McKenzie 

Law In Context Global Equity Helpdesk (assisting in finance matters also). 

 

**** 

 
Competition, Regulatory and Eu Law Practice Area – “APCRUE”  

 

With a team of more than fifteen experienced lawyers and two of-counsel, the 

Competition, Regulatory and EU Law Practice Area (“APCRUE”) comprises 

three Working Groups providing pragmatic and commercially oriented advice on 

competition and regulatory matters, both at national and EU level. 

 

**** 

 

Corporate and Commercial Law Practice Area – “APDC”  

 

With a team of more than fifty nine lawyers, the firm’s Corporate and 

Commercial Law Practice Area – “APDC” has extensive experience and strong 

expertise in commercial and corporate law, being subdivided in specialized 

Groups, which guarantee professional services are provided through areas of 
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expertise comprising corporate and commercial, mergers and acquisitions, 

commercial contracts, competition law and regulatory, insolvency and 

restructuring, private equity, transportation and maritime law. 

 

APDC's Lawyers regularly advise Clients on the business and transactions of 

enterprises, companies and groups of companies, in directors and officers’ 

liability and corporate governance, in negotiating, drafting and reviewing 

commercial agreements, in dealing with the Competition Authority and other 

Sector Regulatory Authorities, and in transportation and maritime matters. This 

expertise has been acquired by day-to-day counselling provided over the years to 

Abreu Advogados’ clients, which range from entrepreneurs and investors to some 

of the largest national and multinational companies, including listed companies 

and renowned Portuguese and foreign international groups. APDC is particularly 

experienced in the sectors of banking and finance, real estate, private equity, 

energy, construction, telecommunications, media and technology, transports, 

consumer products and retail. 

 

Networks, Alliances and Associations 

 

Abreu Advogados is the Portuguese legal and tax representative at the European 

Venture Capital Association (“EVCA”) legal and tax committee, is an active 

member of the Portuguese Venture Capital Association (“APCRI”) legal, tax and 

regulatory committees, and has been involved in the affairs of the National 

Federation of Business Angels (“FNABA”). The Firm is also a member of the 

International Insolvency Institute (a non-profit association dedicated to the 

improvement of International Insolvency Systems and Procedures). 

 

**** 
 

Employment Law Practice Area – “APDT”  

 

With a team of more than twenty three lawyers, the firm’s Employment Law 

Practice Area - “APDT”, is very much aware that today’s borderless employment 

environment and legal framework, demand a “legal services-providing team” 

with an international perspective and understanding, exclusively dedicated to 

finding dynamic and efficient solutions for Clients. As a result APDT provides its 

legal services through a number of specialized working groups in the fields of 

Compensation and Benefits (including Equity Incentives), Restructuring and 

Business Migrations, Transfer of Executives, Downsizing and Outsourcing, 

Foreign Employees and Expatriates, Collective Bargaining and Collective 
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Relations, Employment Litigation and General Employment Advice. 

 

 

Networks, Alliances and Associations 

Abreu Advogados is actively involved in AIJA (“International Young Lawyers 

Association”) and partner Marta Trindade is the President of the Labour Law 

Commission. Furthermore, Marta is also the National Representative for Portugal 

and a Member of AIJA’s Executive Committee. The Firm is also part of the 

Baker & McKenzie Law In Context Global Equity Helpdesk (assisting in 

employment matters also). 

 

****  

 

Intellectual Property and IT Law Practice Area – “APPITI”  

 

With a team of more than fifteen lawyers, the firm’s Intellectual Property and IT 

Law Practice Area - “APPITI” acts in particular for corporate entities requiring 

specialized legal assistance and a range of complementary services. Our 

Intellectual Property practice has a comprehensive service approach to our 

Clients’ commercial requirements, including industrial property rights and 

copyright protection, enforcement (i.e. administrative and court litigation), media 

and advertising guidance, drafting and revision of IP licensing and related 

contracts, data protection and domain name disputes.  

 

Networks, Alliances and Associations 

 

Abreu Advogados is a member of INTA – International Trademark Association, a 

not-for-profit worldwide membership organization of trademark owners and legal 

advisors, working to protect and advance the importance of trademarks and of 

AIPPI - International Association for the Protection of Intellectual Property, the 

World's leading non-governmental organisation for research into, and formulation 

of policy for, the law relating to the protection of intellectual property. 

 

****  

 

Litigation Practice Area – “APC”  

 

With a team of more than forty lawyers and three paralegals, the firm’s Litigation 

Practice Area – “APC” offers Clients legal assistance in civil, commercial and 

criminal litigation, including assistance in disputes submitted to Portuguese 



 

           www.abreuadvogados.com  10 

Judicial Courts, as well as to Arbitral Courts and also cover pre-litigation advice 

and guidance as to the risks inherent to judicial proceedings. 

 

Abreu Advogados believes its APC should have a multifaceted experience, 

fundamental when overseeing judicial proceedings from a substantive and 

procedural perspective, but also, to provide solutions and possible strategies, 

enabling its members to anticipate and ideally prevent future disputes. 

Consequently, Abreu Advogados usually sets up teams for each assignment that 

include a member of the APC. 

****  

 

Public Law and Environmental Law Practice Area – “APDP&A”  

 

With a team of more than twenty lawyers, the firm’s Public Law and 

Environmental Law Practice Area - “APDP&A” provides legal services through a 

number of specialized working groups in areas of Administrative and Litigation 

Law, Public Tenders and Procurement, Environmental and Spatial Planning Law 

and Energy and Natural Resources.  

 

These services include a wide range of public law matters and are aimed at 

regulators and private entities subject to specific regulations. APDP&A's 

experience includes advising in respect of infra-structure public projects, public 

works, public tenders, administrative concessions, permits and administrative 

licenses, public-private partnerships, analysis and preparation of spatial plans and 

zoning, real estate (permits, expropriations, tourism related projects, and 

respective project finance), environmental law (water public domain permits, 

environmental licenses, environmental impact assessment, health and safety 

issues, neighbouring relations), and energy and natural resources law 

(hydroelectricity projects and licensing of renewable energies projects, including 

mini-hydro power plants and wind based power plants, mining concessions and 

public tenders in these areas) and respective litigation. 

 

Abreu Advogados has, for several years, been counsel to a major international 

group, advising on Energy Law, and involved in the construction of hydroelectric 

dams in Portugal and the related licensing and financing. In addition, the firm has 

a number of clients who are leading players in wind power generation projects 

and represents the world leading player in renewable energy production in the 

licensing of a combined cycle power plant (900 MW) and in the tender for the 

granting of 1000 MW for wind based electricity production. 

APDP&A was responsible for the joint-organization, together with WYS and the 
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Portuguese-Brazilian Chamber of Commerce, of the first Portuguese-Brazilian 

Conference on Bio fuels, held in Curitiba, Brazil, in June 2007, having also co-

organized with Associação Industrial Portuguesa (a confederation of Portuguese 

industries) a Conference  on “The European Emissions Trading Scheme – 2nd 

National Allocation Plan – NAP II”. 

 

Abreu Advogados has also been involved in recent regulatory updates in view of 

the forthcoming boom associated with micro generation projects and with the use 

of bio fuels, as well as closely following the development of the Iberian 

Electricity Market (MIBEL) and the consequent changes on the Portuguese 

regulatory framework. 

 

Networks, Alliances and Associations 

 

APDP&A’s partners founded Euronatura – Center for Environmental Law and 

Sustainable Development, an International N.G.O and URBE – Núcleos Urbanos 

de Pesquisa e Intervenção (environmental N.G.O.). 

 

**** 
 
Real Estate Law Practice Area - “APDI” 

 

With a team of more than thirty five lawyers and three full time paralegals, the 

firm’s Real Estate Law Practice Area (“APDI”) provides legal services through a 

number of specialized working groups in the fields of Property Finance, Property 

Acquisition, Real Estate Investment Funds, Hotel and Leisure, Zoning and 

Planning, Environment, Retail and Urban Rehabilitation. As a result, APDI’s 

legal services are exceptionally wide-ranged and have a global approach, bearing 

in mind the intrinsic nature of the transactions and respective legal opinions. 

 

As with other practice areas of the firm, APDI works closely with the firm’s 

Public Law and Environmental Law Practice Area as well as with the Banking 

and Finance and the Tax Law Practice Areas as, naturally, most times, 

transactions tend to overlap. 

 

Networks, Alliances and Associations 

 

Abreu Advogados is a regular participant in the annual conference of MIPIN and 
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has a cooperation agreement with the established real estate publication 

“Confidencial Imobiliário”. 

 

**** 
 

Sports Law Practice Area – “APDD” 

 

With a team of more than fifteen lawyers, the firm’s Sports Law Practice Area - 

“APDD” is its youngest member. With strong experience and expertise in 

different fields of law, including tax matters, public law, litigation, corporate law, 

labour law and intellectual property. As a result, APDD is able to efficiently assist 

clients in all issues related to sports business. 

 

APDD has been involved in a wide range of sports matters, including 

representing clients in labour sports contracts, image rights of sportsmen, tax law, 

disputes brought before the judicial bodies of sports associations, and in drafting 

statutes and regulations for sports companies. 

 

Furthermore, APDD’s lawyers have an active participation in the scientific 

development of sports law, namely through the organization and participation in 

conferences and congresses and through the publication of articles and law books 

in this field. 

 

**** 

 

Tax Practice Area – “APDF”  

 

With a team of more than sixteen lawyers, the firm’s Tax Practice Area - “APDF” 

has acted for clients in relation to tax matters of a wide nature, including tax 

engineering in setting up acquisition structures, including leveraged acquisitions 

such as MBOs, MBIs and LBOs; tax litigation covering every item of tax; tax 

claims with the Portuguese administration for the refund of taxes, tax consultancy 

in international fiscal matters and tax advise as to the restructuring of Portuguese 

or international groups (eg., mergers, spin-offs, transfers of assets). Abreu 

Advogados’ APDF is also active in relation to Private Clients, having set up trust, 

foundation and life insurance structures for them and helping them organise their 

assets from an inheritance and business continuance perspective.  
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Networks, Alliances and Associations  

 

Abreu Advogados is an active member of the International Tax Roundtable 

Group (composed of tax lawyers from the major international law firms across 

Europe and the USA, who meet twice a year to discuss international tax matters) 

and of the International Tax Panel (composed of several tax lawyers around the 

Globe). Abreu Advogados is also the Portuguese Country Reporter for the 

International Bar Association Tax Committee. 

 

 

 

****  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


